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In the Blistering Heat:
Green Technology Will Not Save the Desert
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HEE�DQG�ÀRZ�DV�LW¶V�PHDQW�WR��LW�FDQQRW�EUHDWKH�LQ�LWV�QDWXUDO�UK\WKP�
but instead is forced to operate on the terms of people who are not 
interested in building a relationship which does not inherently deĥ
SOHWH�WKH�ODQG�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�EHQH¿W��&OHDUO\��WKH�JRDO�LV�WR�UHSURGXFH�D�
OLIHZD\�WKDW�GHVWUR\V�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�LWV�ZDNH��EHJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ODQG�
DQG�¿QLVKLQJ�ZLWK�KXPDQV��8VLQJ�VRODU�SRZHU�DQG�LUULJDWLQJ�FURSV�
ZLOO�QRW�UHYHUVH�WKH�WUDXPD�GHHSO\�VXQN�LQWR�WKH�VRLO��,Q�VRPH�ZD\V��LW�
PD\�HYHQ�PDNH�LW�ZRUVH�E\�UHSODFLQJ�WKH�QDWXUDO�WHUUDLQ�ZLWK�DJULĥ
FXOWXUH�WKDW�GHSOHWHV�WKH�VRLO�DQG�PDNHV�LW�PRUH�GLɷFXOW�IRU�ZLOGOLIH�
WR�WKULYH��1DEKDQ¶V�YLVLRQ�LV�QRW�WR�OLEHUDWH�WKH�ODQG��LW¶V�WR�H[WUDFW�DV�
much as possible in the name of humanitarianism. The land’s agency 
is stripped away, and the consequence is an ecosystem on its last legs 
EHIRUH�H[WLQFWLRQ�

� :KDW�ZLOO�LW�WDNH�WR�HVFDSH�WKH�KXPDQLVW�QLJKWPDUH�RI�FLYLOLĥ
]DWLRQ"�7KH�JRDO�KHUH�LV�WR�OHDYH�ZLWK�PRUH�TXHVWLRQV�WKDQ�DQVZHUV��WR�
dig deep into the parts of ourselves we deny through reproducing this 
UHDOLW\��:KLOH�OLEHUDOV�OLNH�1DEKDQ�GUHDP�RI�D�VRĥFDOOHG�IXWXUH�WKDW¶V�
rife with the same dead soil that propagates colonial terror, where 
are the avenues, the liminal spaces, where the rest of us can enact a 
ZLOGQHVV�WKDW�VHWV�ÀDPH�WR�WKHLU�GUHDPV"�4
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 The land is alive.

 This notion sounds simple and perhaps even obvious, but in 
practice the land is often treated as if it is a dead mass waiting for huĥ
man development. This is especially true in the desert where we see a 
ORQJ�VWUHWFK�RI�DEVWUDFWLRQ�ERUQ�LQWR�UHDOLW\�ĥ�WKH�8�6�ĥ0H[LFR�ERUGHU�
wall. But the land is inundated with organisms living and breathĥ
ing together in time with the rhythm of the soil. It is alive and not 
because we will it to be and not because it aligns with human ideas of 
SURJUHVV�ĥ�WKH�ODQG�LV�D�ERG\�ZLWK�LWV�RZQ�DJHQF\��LWV�RZQ�FKRLFHV��DQG�
its own way of being that is both intrinsically tied to and independent 
from people. 

 In many conversations surrounding the border wall, and more 
VSHFL¿FDOO\�WKH�HFRORJLFDO�LPSDFW�RI�LW��WKH�DJHQF\�RI�WKH�ODQG�LV�RIWHQ�
LJQRUHG��(YHQ�JUHDWHU�VWLOO��WKH�ORQJĥWHUP�LPSOLFDWLRQV�XSRQ�WKH�ODQG��
animals, and the larger ecosystem surrounding the border becomes an 
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issue revolving around the continuation and reproduction of colonial 
YLROHQFH�SRZHUHG�E\�WHFKQRĥLQGXVWULDO�KRUURU��,Q�D�UHFHQW�LVVXH�RI�
Tucson Weekly��DQ�H[FHUSW�IURP�The Beloved Border: Humanity and Hope 
in a Contested Land E\�0LUULDP�'DYLGVRQ�ZDV�LQFOXGHG�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
TXHVWLRQ��³'RHV�LW�PDNH�VHQVH�WR�WXUQ�WKH�ERUGHU�ZDOO�LQWR�D�VHD�RI�
VRODU�SDQHOV"´�7KH�H[FHUSW�LV�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�'DYLGVRQ�DQG�
*DU\�1DEKDQ��IRXQGHU�RI�1DWLYH�6HHGV�6($5&+�LQ�7XFVRQ��$UL]Rĥ
QD��$OWKRXJK�WKH�SURSRVLWLRQ�LV�RYHUODLG�ZLWK�D�WKLQ�OD\HU�RI�FRQFHUQ�
IRU�ERUGHU�FRPPXQLWLHV��WKHUH�LV�D�ODUJHU�DQLPDO�WKDW�EUHDNV�LWV�KHDG�
through again and again: the humanistic desire to reify domination 
over the land, animals, and even people who can easily be cut out of 
the category of “human” at will.

� ,GHQWLW\�QHFHVVLWDWHV�ERUGHUV�Ħ�ZKDW�LW�LV�DQG�ZKDW�LW�LV�QRW�
WR�³EH´�D�FHUWDLQ�LGHQWLW\�Ħ�DQG�WR�GH¿QH�³KXPDQLW\´�DV�DQ�LGHQWLW\�
UHTXLUHV�XV�WR�GH¿QH�ZKDW�LV�DQG�ZKDW�LV�QRW�KXPDQ��7KHUHIRUH��LQ�
GH¿QLQJ�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�EHWZHHQ�KXPDQ�DQG�QRQĥKXPDQ�EHLQJV��
this boundary ruptures the connection not just between people and 
land or people and animals, but people from the ecosystem. People 
IURP�HDUWK��(YHQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FRQ¿QHV�RI�WKH�KXPDQ�LGHQWLW\��ZH�KDYH�
observed how, throughout history, entire groups of people were and 
DUH�FDVW�RXW�RI�WKH�ERXQGV�RI�ZKDW�LV�³KXPDQ´�ĥ�WKH�KXPDQLVW�SURMHFW�
LWVHOI�EHFRPLQJ�D�GULYLQJ�IRUFH�LQ�WKH�FRORQL]DWLRQ�DQG�JHQRFLGH�RI�
these beings who are not included within a human identity. Thus, I’m 
LQFOLQHG�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�WLWOH�³+XPDQLW\�DQG�+RSH�LQ�D�&RQWHVWHG�
Land” has nothing to do with Indigenous people, nor does it even 
have much to do with serious consideration for what is necessary for 
the land to thrive, but rather, it is a testament to the continued pillagĥ
ing of the land that upholds humanism, ideas of progress, and coloniĥ
]DWLRQ�ZKLOH�SRVLWLQJ�LWVHOI�DV�WKH�HFRĥIULHQGO\�YLVLRQ�IRU�WKH�³IXWXUH�´
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QRW�UHF\FODEOH��/LNH�PDQ\�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�WHFKQRĥLQGXVWULDO�VRFLHW\�SURĥ
duces and propagates as “solutions” to the problems it itself creates, 
WKH\�DUH�XOWLPDWHO\�ODLG�WR�UHVW�LQ�ODQG¿OOV�ZKHUH�WKH\�FRQWLQXH�WR�
OHHFK�WR[LF�FKHPLFDOV�LQWR�WKH�HDUWK��:KHQ�LW�LV�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�WKLV�
“solar wall” would provide “solutions” to the ecocide currently hapĥ
pening along the border, what they really mean is that we would be 
DEOH�WR�PXFK�PRUH�DGHTXDWHO\�VXVWDLQ�WKH�OLIHZD\�RI�WHFKQRĥLQGXVWULDO�
FLYLOL]DWLRQ��(YHQ�LI�WKLV�SODQ�ZHUH�SXW�LQWR�SODFH��WKH�XWRSLDQ�LGHD�
that solar panels would stop or even reverse the damage that has alĥ
ready been done would easily falter as the continued destruction and 
VOLFLQJ�DSDUW�RI�WKH�ODQG�ZRXOG�EH�UHÀHFWHG�LQ�WKH�REVHUYDEO\�VXɱHUĥ
LQJ�HFRV\VWHP��7KLV�³VRODU�ZDOO´�LV�QRW�RQO\�VKRUWĥVLJKWHG��EXW�MXVW�DV�
destructive as the current border wall.

 This then begs the question: what about the land itself? The 
³HFRORJLFDO�EHQH¿WV´�WR�WKLV�SODQ�RXWOLQHG�E\�1DEKDQ�VRXQG�JODPRUĥ
RXV�DQG��WR�PDQ\�SHRSOH��OLNH�DQ�HFRĥIULHQGO\�VROXWLRQ�WR�HQYLURQPHQĥ
WDO�FULVLV�DW�WKH�ERUGHU��³+HDW�VHQVLWLYH�IRRG�FURSV�FRXOG�EH�JURZQ�
under the solar photovoltaic arrays, as they are now being done at 
WKUHH�7XFVRQ�VFKRROV�DQG�DW�D�GHPR�SURMHFW�DW�%LRVSKHUH����5DLQZDWHU�
FRXOG�EH�FROOHFWHG�Rɱ�WKH�VRODU�FROOHFWRUV�WR�LUULJDWH�FURSV�IRU�XVH�DW�
nearby schools, clinics and homeless shelters in rural border commuĥ
QLWLHV�´�+RZHYHU��WKLV�YLVLRQ�DOOXGHV�WR�D�YHU\�JODULQJ�DQG�LPSRUWDQW�
factor that is never outright named in the piece: the power dynamics 
DQG�VWUXFWXUHV�WKDW�ZRXOG�PDNH�WKLV�SRVVLEOH�ĪL�H���1DEKDQ¶V�WLHV�WR�WKH�
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$UL]RQDī��RQFH�DJDLQ�UHLI\LQJ�WKH�VWDWH�DQG�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�
power that continues to harm border communities and land without 
FDOOLQJ�WKHVH�VWUXFWXUHV�LQWR�TXHVWLRQ��$GGLWLRQDOO\��WKLV�YLVLRQ�VWLOO�LPĥ
SOLHV�DQ�H[SORLWDWLYH�UHODWLRQVKLS�WR�WKH�ODQG�UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�V\PELRWLF�
RQH��:LWKLQ�WKLV�IUDPHZRUN��WKH�ODQG�ORVHV�LWV�DXWRQRP\�DV�LW�FDQQRW�
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� 7KH�H[FHUSW�FDOOV�IRU�UHPRYLQJ�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�ERUGHU�ZDOO�DQG�
replacing it with a “sea of solar panels,” dubbing the proposition as 
a “solar wall.” Generally, the idea is to stimulate the border economy 
in such a way that will allow people to meet their basic needs while 
also providing “green jobs” and “green energy” to these communities. 
Logistically, this proposition is largely untenable and the reasoning 
EHKLQG�LW�EUHDNV�GRZQ�TXLFNO\�XSRQ�LQVSHFWLRQ��$OWKRXJK�WKH�SK\VLĥ
FDO�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�SURSRVDO�LV�KLJKO\�XQOLNHO\��LW�LV�ZRUWK�QRWLQJ�
because it highlights the liberal poverty of imagination: this proposiĥ
WLRQ�DVVXPHV�WKDW�EHFDXVH�WKH�ERUGHU�SUHVHQWO\�H[LVWV��LW�PXVW�DOZD\V�
H[LVW��DQG�IXUWKHU�LW�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�OLEHUDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ERUGHUV�
Ħ�IRU�WKHP��WKH�ERUGHU�LV�RQO\�D�ZDOO��LW�LV�D�OLQH�LQ�WKH�VDQG�VHSDUDWLQJ�
WZR�UHDOLWLHV��7KLV�LV�UHÀHFWHG�E\�RQH�RI�WKH�RULJLQDWRUV�RI�WKH�³VRODU�
ZDOO´�LGHD�ZKHQ�WKH\�VD\��³:H�KDYH�WR�WU\�WR�¿QG�D�VROXWLRQ��EHFDXVH�
WKH�ZDOO�H[LVWV�DOUHDG\�´�+RZHYHU��WKH�ERUGHU�LV�D�ORJLVWLFDO�RSHUDWLRQ��
The border becomes metaphysical in its enforcement, meaning that 
LW�YDOLGDWHV�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�DQG�DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�VWDWH�ZKLOH�VHHNLQJ�FRQĥ
WURO�EH\RQG�LWV�SK\VLFDO�VWUXFWXUH��,W�VHHNV�WR�FRQWURO�DOO�SRVVLEOH�PRĥ
ments of time and space, its shadow following individuals far beyond 
the borderlands in an attempt at establishing its own omnipresence. 
7KHUH�DUH�,&(�IDFLOLWLHV�LQ�SODFHV�IDU�IURP�WKH�ERUGHU��L�H���&KLFDJR�RU�
Ohio, for this reason.

 Whether or not there is a physical barrier in place, the 
ERUGHU�QHFHVVLWDWHV�YLROHQFH�DQG�WKH�UHSURGXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�VHWWOHUĥFRĥ
lonial state. Even if the wall is replaced by solar panels, the logistical 
enforcement of the border would only shift to accommodate the 
physical change, but ultimately would not be destroyed or made 
³EHWWHU�´�,W�LV�OLNHO\�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�ZUHDN�KDYRF�RQ�ERUGHU�FRPPXQLĥ
WLHV�DQG�,QGLJHQRXV�SHRSOH�VSHFL¿FDOO\�EHFDXVH�LW�LV�KDUGHU�IRU�WKH�
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JHQHUDO�SRSXODWLRQ�WR�RSSRVH�³SURJUHVVLYH´�VRXQGLQJ�SROLFLHV�Ħ�FRXQĥ
terinsurgency would bend along the border towards the trajectory we 
are already witnessing in the form of “progressive policing,” and no 
doubt would the current presidential administration use this to their 
advantage. In short, it would place more strain on those who oppose 
WKH�ERUGHU¶V�H[LVWHQFH��1DEKDQ�VSHFL¿FDOO\�QRWHV��³$�¿IWK�RI�WKH�ODQG�
along the border belongs to Indigenous communities who also do not 
want a wall,” but then later states “We will not get the border right 
LI�ZH�WKLQN�WKLV�LV�MXVW�D�QDWLRQĥWRĥQDWLRQ�QHJRWLDWLRQ�´�7KHVH�VWDWHĥ
PHQWV�OD\�EDUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�WUXH�PRWLYDWLRQV�EHKLQG�WKLV�SURSRVDO�Ħ�
even though it is coated in progressive language and pays lip service 
to Indigenous people and land, maintaining the border in such a way 
that erases settler guilt prevails in importance over everything else. 
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The proposition is not about improving anyone’s lives, but more so 
improving conditions to better support an economy that strangles 
the people on the outer edges, the people who Nabhan says “bring 
our daily bread.” This sentiment is succinctly summed up later in the 
piece when he states that “The entire border has been neglected for 
a long time,” an obtuse parting from the reality and function of the 
border.

 Further, solar panels, and green technology at large, are far 
IURP�EHLQJ�³HFRĥIULHQGO\�´�6RODU�SDQHOV��LQ�VKRUW��UHTXLUH�SUHFLRXV�PHWĥ
DO�H[WUDFWLRQ��LQGXVWULDO�SURGXFWLRQ�XVLQJ�QRQĥVXVWDLQDEOH�PDWHULDOV��
severe labor conditions, transportation that requires massive amounts 
of fossil fuels, and then once they cannot be used anymore, they are 
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